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Memoirs of the Life of the late Pope, Pius the VIth. 
(Continued from Page 370, and concluded.) 


ANY fpeeches were made, and books and pamphlets 

publifhed, on this occafion, by the chief individuals 
of the forenfic cabal, tending to prove, thatthe holy fee had 
never enjoyed a juft title or a lawful pretenfion to this pre- 
rogative. The confequences of the queftion thus agitated 
and erroneoully difcufled, became obvious ; the court of 
Rome produced twenty-three original grants conceded from 
time to time tothe Kings of Naples; and proofs of the 
annual delivery of a white horfe, in token of fealty, for 
full feven centuries. The Neapolitan lawyers afferted the 
contrary, and rendered thmfelves ridiculous all over Italy ; 
for as well might they have attempted to difpute a mathe- 
matical axiom. Cardinal Borgia, therefore, in his fubfe- 
quent refutation, juftly remarked, that nothing was better 
calculated to demonftrate the right of the church than the 
Neapolitan publications on the fubjeét. 

His Holinefs took, on fuch occafions, the ftep he thought 
proper. He iffued a folemn proteftation againft the innova- 
tions lately made on the fovereignty of the holy fee over the 
kingdom of Naples, and ordered a copy of it to be delivered 
to each of the diplomatic body refiding in Rome; and with 
refpeét to the Jaw-fuitof the Duchefs of Maddalom, he fent 
his Internuncio in Naples two apoftolic bulls ; one of which 
was delivered to the Duchefs herfelf, warning her of the 
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infufficiency of. the late judicial proceedings to juftify her 
fecond marriage, and if fuch an event took place, that it 
could be confidered in no other light than as an aé of 
adultery ; the other containing a monitory for Bifhop Ortizi, 
who in fome judicial caufes had impioufly ufurped the rights 
of the holy fee. Maddaloni a&ted in conformity to the 
wifhes of the Pope; butthe Bifhop proved refractory. The 
bufinefs ended by the banifhment of the Internuncio from 
Naples, which took place in September, 1788. 

Thefe jurifdi&tional difputes were trifles compared with 
the convulfions of the French revolution, which foon after 
took place. This is the true era of the public character of 
Pius the VIth: It would never have manifefted itfelf if this 
unheard of calamity had not taken place. His Holinefs was 
too well aware of the ravages likely tobe occafioned by the 
prevailing philofophy, and too fenfible of the volatile and 
hafty {pirit of the French people, not to apprehend that the 
greatelt national exceffes would be the ultimate refult of fuch 
an unhappy event. He was, on the other fide, fully con- 
vinced, that the interference of his {piritual authority would 
be of noufe, as ecclefiaftical cenfures had been already dif- 
regarded by the Catholic monarchs themfelves, and, what 
was worfc, by the very Princes of the Houfe of Bourbon! 

He refolved therefore to become a filent {peétator in the 
bufinefs, and, although deeply affeéted by the evils which 
feemed to threaten the church, religion, and morality, yet he 
afted in ftriét conformity to the law of nations. A feeble 
remonftrance only was made againft the feizure of Avignon 
andthe Comtat Venaiflin, as well as on the banifhment of his 
Internuncio from Paris. And when the French clergy, 
headed by the Abbé Maury, folicited him to interpofe his 
authority, to fupprefs the irreligious reform in the conftitw- 
tion of the clergy ; it was with difficulty they prevailed on 
him to conform to their opinion, as he was confident that this 
compromife of his dignity would be attended with no fue 
cefs. Atter many folicitations he at laft difpatched the ce. 
lebrated monitory of the 13th of April, 1791. The reful 
was jufl as he had preditted. The monitory was ridiculed, 
the clergy were expofed to new perfecutions, and his Holi- 
nefs’s name was rendered doubly odious. They confidered 
the apoftolic bull in no better light than a tocfn for a civil 
war. And the Parifian youth, headed by St. Huruge, wet 
fo far as to burn his effigy, ornamented with its pontifical m 
fienia, inthe gardens of the Palais Royal. 
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Pius the VIth followed the fame line of prudent condué& 
throughout all the fubfequent events of the revolution ; and 
pofterity will acknowledge, that he could not have aéted 
better with a view of averting the calamities brought upon 
himfelf and his dominions by the cruelty and rapacity of the 
French ; and that both as a fecular prince, and as chief of 
the church, he behaved at this crifis with the moft confum- 
mate prudence. 

He never intended to join the coalition made againf 
France, although fuch a meafure (if we are rightly informed) 
had been propofed to him by the late King of Sardinia. He 
never fhewed the leaft fymptom of animofity againft the 
French refiding in his flates; and when the privateers of 
Civita Vecchia had captured fome French merchantmen in 
the Mediterranean, he dire&tly ordered them to be carried to 
Marfeilles, and reftored to their original owners; moft fo- 
Jemnly declaring, that he never was, and never intended to 
be, hoftile to the French. 

This generous conduét, which ought to have rendered him 
more re{petable than ever to a government not entirely 
callous to every fenfe of duty and gratitude, was confidered 
as a tame fubmiffion to their infolence, arifing from the want 
of power to aét otherwife ; and it encouraged them therefore 
to renew their infults. Anagent of the name of Baffeville 
was fent to Rome by the Girondifts in January, 1793, as 
Ambaffador of the republic, with inftruétions to erafe the 
royal arms from the French academy, and all public build- 
ings belonging to the pation ; and to {ubftitute in their place 
the infignia ef she republic. 

His Holinefs did not expeé& this infulting yifit ; nor could 
ithave been fuppofed that an accredited Frenchman fhould 
have come to Rome, after the overthrow of ecclefiaftical dif- 
cipline in France, which naturally diffolved every tie between 
the French nation and the holy fee; and as a temporal 
prince, he was juftly afraid of being the firft crowned head 
who fhould virtually acknowledge the republic. The note 
returned to Baffeville on that occafion, breathed that wif- 
dom, moderation, and politene{s, which in every thing marked 
the conduét of his Holinefs. It tated, “‘ that his Holinefs 
had been much injured by the French people, both as uni- 
verfal head of the church, and as a fecular prince : That his 

efllgy had been ignominioufly burnt at Paris, his Nuncio 
banifhed, the county of Avignon feized, and domiciliary 
vilits made in the houfe of his Conful at Marfeilles; And 
while his Holinefs was heartily concerned at feeing the once 
3 M2 well. 
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well-deferving Fr@hch nation detached from the bofom of 
the church; yet, as a temporal prince, he muft a& in con- 
formity to the law of nations, which would not allow any 
minifter from a foreign court to receive the marks of a good 
underftanding, before amends had been made for paft or 
exifling injuries.” 

This note, which no man of good fenfe would with to be 
conceived in better terms, rendered Baffeville furious and im. 
placable. Having been difappointed in difplaying in Rome 
the emblems of republicanifm, he wore the national cockade 
in his hat, and openly paraded the flreets. Violent mur- 
murs arofe from every quarter, and intimations were given 
him, that his perfon was in fome danger. It was alfo cre. 
dibly reported, that Cardinal Zelada, a venerable old man, 
then Minifter of Foreign Affairs, defired as a peculiar favour 
of him, not to expofe himfelf by his conduét to any popular 
refentment, for the confequences of which nobody could be 
re{ponfible. Baffeville, deaf to every admonition, im. 
prudently rode out in his carriage, on a Sunday, through the 
Strada del Corfo, difplaying, as ufual, his cockade: The 
confequence was—his affaflination by the irritated mob. 

In the {pring of 1796, Buonaparte penetrated into Italy. 
Although every thing was to be apprehended from a dege- 
nerated and democratized people, loft to every principle of 
honour and virtue ; yet it was difficult to imagine, that their 
greateft enormities fhould be praétifed on a venerable pontiff, 
who had never taken any part in the war, nor could be fup- 
pofed capable of counteraéting their defigns. The firft ap- 
pearance of danger arofe from a proclamation of the vic- 
torious General, who, after having extolled the foldiers of 
the Great Nation, for their bravery in having conquered 
places willingly delivered up to them, by the betrayed and de- 
fencelefs King of Sardinia, concluded :—Que tremblent ceux 
qui ont brulé nos pons, ceux qu? ont affafine nos miniftres! 
This laft part of the fentence evidently alluded to the Pope, 
fulpeéted to have connived at the murder of Baffeville. His 
Holinefs followed his ufual fyftem of prudence, He gave 
previous orders to his two legates, at Bologna and Ferrara, to 
offer no refiftance in cafe they fthould be attacked by the 
French. Next tothe feizure of thefe two provinces, the 
French had the impudence to give his Holinefs to underftand, 
that he muft fue for peace, otherwife the remainder of his 
fates would be conquered, ‘* What peace am I to afk,” 
faid the venerable old man, “ fince I never intended to bt 
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at war, and have loft already feveral-provinces by the mok 
unprovoked aggreffion ?” 

Remoteft poflerity will read with indignation of the in- 
vafion of Romagna, the perfidious peace of Toientino, and 
the enormous exattions and facrilegious plunder of the once 
iluftrious metropolis of the world. And as if the injuries 
to which fhe had been fubmitted, were not fufficient without 
infult, the brother of Buonaparte was fent to Rome as an in- 
cendiary, under the fpecious name of Ambafflador; next to 
him, Dupot is purpofely expofed to murder; another 
éemiflary, Berthier, comes then to Rome, affuring his Holi- 
nefs fur la loyauté Francorfe, that his fole objeét is to re- 
venge the death of his comrade ; but at that very moment 
the venerable pontiff, officiating in his chapel, is treache- 
roufly dethroned, and the next day tranfported like a male. 
faétor to Sienna, from thence to the charter-houle at Flo- 
rence, to Parma, to Turno, to Briancon, and lait of all to 
Valence! Unfortunate Prince! thou livedit three years too 
long; and there would have been more humanity in confign- 
ing thy venerable head to the axe of the executioner than thy 
feelings for that period to unceafing contumely and infult ! 
The commiferations of pofterity will go with thee, when 
they refleét, that, amidft al] thine unparalleled fuffering and 
degradation, thou cont{tantly prefervedt{t thy native generofity 
of mind, a confcious fenfe of dignity, and a meek forgiving 
difpofition towards thine enemies. 

Pius VI. always difplayed; in his internal adminiftration, a 
firmnefs of charaéter and exalted piety, without any mixture 
of fanaticifm. Of this two remarkable initances may be 
adduced. In the year 1780, the Danifh Ambaffador at 
Rome, withing to fee, zncog. the religious ceremony of the 
Paflion-Week in the Vatican, prefented himfelf before the 
firft hall, where the facred college were aflembled, and having 
no ticket of admiffion, and being no way diftinguifhed by 
his drefs, demanded of the Swifs fentry the liberty of enter- 
ing. On the anfwer of the foldier, that. he did not know 
him, and could admit no private perfon withoutaiticket, the 
minifler attempted to advance in an arrogant manner. He 
expofed himfelf therefore to an affront, and accordingly was 
repulfed by the fentry. Next day he prefented a note to the 
prelate governor of the Vatican, demanding reparation for 
the infult. He received for anfwer, that:the prelate was 
heartily forry for the accident ; bat no reparation could be 
made, asthe fentry had only performed his duty, in not ad- 
mitting an unknown perfon. Onthis the eee 
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him a challenge. Of this the prelate informed his Holiuefs; 
when an intimation was given the Ambaffador, that neither 
the ecclefiaftical laws, nor the etiquette of honour, allowed 
clergymen to accept achallenge. The Ambailador, enraged 
at this, fpoke difrefpeftfully of the governinent, and faid, 
that fuch things were to be expefted when the reins of go- 
vernment were fallen into the hands of a pretaccio (a defpi- 
cable prieft.) His Holinefs, on this, fent the prelate go- 
vernor of Rome to announce his banifhment from the 
Church’s territory, and the neceflity of his departure from 
the metropolis in 24 hours, with this additional remark, that 
the pretaccio had prifons, gallies, and gallows’s for fuch as 
were deferving of them. Inthe year 1786, Prince Colonna, 
High Conftable of the kingdom of Naples, a young noble 
of a religious but weak mind, fell into the hands of a {pi- 
ritual dire€tor who was an ignorant and fanatical prieft. By 
this perfon fcruples were raifed in the mind of the young 
prince, concerning the propricty of retaining certain flatues 
and paintings of firft rate excellence, as ornaments for his 
fuperb gallery. The conteffor obferved, that they either re- 
prefented Pagan deities, or, being otherwife fcandalous and 
obfcene, were wholly inconfiftent for Chriftian purity to 
tolerate. The Prince was influenced by him to fuch a 
degree, that he came at Jaftto the refolution of throwing 
them, torn and mutilated, into the Tiber. 

Happily for the fine arts, the prelate governor of Rome 
was timely acquainted with the circumftance, and direétly 
called on his Holinefs to inform him of the difgraceful piece 
of fanaticifm which was likely to be committed. ‘The di- 
re€tor of the mufeum was immediately difpatched to the 
Prince, to requeft him, that if he had ever any works of art 
not fuitable for his fuperb gallery, his Holinefs would be 
happy to purchafe them, at any ratc, for the Vatican Mufeum. 
The Prince did not deny that it was his intention to deftroy 
thofe of which his father confeflor did not approve. The 
prieft was foon after fent for to the Vatican, and, difconcerted 
by his Holinefs’s queftions, imprudently denied the faét. 
Pius on this ordered him immediately to quit Rome and the 
Papal dominions. 

The common topic of the difaffetied at Rome againft 
their fovereigns is commonly the charge of family aggran- 
difement ; to this they have given the name 2epoti/mo. 
Pius VI. was not exempt from this obloquy., His nephew 
was certainly one of the richeft noblemen of Rome ; and 
the envious perhaps were enraged to fee an obfcure inhabi- 
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tant of Cefena becoming, in lefs than twenty years, a Prince 
of the Roman Empire, Duke of Nemi, and grandee of Spain, 
with thirty thoufand pounds a year revenue. But this will 
not injure his reputation in the eyes of men of fenfe ; con- 
vinced as they muft be, that a powerful fovereign (at leaft fo 
with refpe& to ecclefiaftical influence) has it in his power 
to confer confiderable wealth and patronage on his.relations ; 
and in fuch cafes it is but natural that they fhould have the 
preference. 

This Pope, befide his mental accomplifhments, poffelfed 
every perfonal advantage. He was fix feet in height, flout, 
handfome, and weil formed. He had a prepoffefling look, 
a benign countenance, a fonorous voice, and an elegant and 
engaging manner. In his youth he had been efteemed one of 
the handfomeft men amongft the Roman clergy, and, through- 
out his pontificate, maintained that dignity of behaviour 
which ought ever to be chara€teriftic of fovereignty. He 
died at Valence in Augutt Jaft. . 

F. J. 
London, September, 1799. 





GENERAL REVIEW of POLITICS, 
Fr OCTOBER, 1799. 





OPERATIONS OF THE ALLIED ARMIES IN SWITZERLAND 
AND ITALY. 

O fudden are the changes to which human beings are fub- 

ject, that after having experienced a {eries of viétories, 
fingularly rapid and important, and which made the tyrants 
of the Luxembourg tremble for their ill-gotten power, by 
one ftroke of falfe policy, or rather by one aét ot political 
infanity, the face of the affairs of the allied powers has been 
changed, and fearful expectations excited refpeéting the ul- 
timate iffue of a campaign, opened under the mott propitious 
circumitances, and, till lately, conduéted with the moft con- 
fummate wifdom. 

On the departure of the Archduke Charles from Swit- 
zerland, we gave him credit, either for the precaution of 
having left in that country a fufficient force to oppofe the 
enemy with effeé&, or for having adopted fuch means as would 
enable him to att with fpeed and decifion on the rear of 
Maffena’s army, fo as to incapacitate the French from pur- 
fuing their progrefs in Switzerland. The military genius 
which 
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which this Prince had difplayed certainly juftified this fup- 
pofition ; and, had full fcope been. given to the tree exercife 
of his own judgement, fuch would doubtlefs have been the 
refult of his operations. But we did not confider it poflible 
that he could have received pofitive inftru€tions, the almoft 
inevitable refult of whieh was to expofe the forces left in 
Switzerland to defeat, if not to deftruétion. Such inflruc- 
tions were, however, fent to the Archduke ; and his obe- 
dience led to the difafters which we now have to record. 

The -foree which the Arehduke took with him to Suabia 
has'been differently eftimated, the loweft computation fixing 
it at 48,000, the higheft at. 60,000,;.the former is the moft 
probable. That which he left behind-him is more precifely 
afcertained ; it confifted of 21,000 Ruflians under their Ge- 
neral Korfakoff, and 18,900 Auftrians, Bavarians, and other 
auxiliaries; forming a total of 39,000 men; defbined to de- 
fend an.extenfive line of country.in ‘front of a General re- 
gardlefs of human lives, and having under him an army of 
70,000 men! From this ftatement fome uncontrovertible 
conclufions may be drawn: Firft, that the Archduke, after 
the arrival of the Ruflians, had an opportunity of attacking 
the enemy, with a great fuperiority of force, and, confe- 
quently, with the faireft pro{peét of fuccefs ; fecondly, that 
he might even have detached 20,000 men (a force fully 
adequate to the purpofe) to expel the French from Manheim 
and the neighbouring country, and ftill have retained a fu- 
peiiority ; thirdly, that, if unwilling (from any motive 
whatever) to attack the enemy in the pofition which he then 
occupied, he might, without expofing his troops, have re- 
mained inattive, and have kept Matffena at bay till the arrival 
of Suwarrof from Italy ; fourthly, that on no eftablifhed 
mode of reafoning from precedent or analogy, from no one 
known principle of military taétics, could it be prefumed 
that Maffena, with a force nearly double that of the allies, 
would remain in a ftate of inaftivity ; and, fifthly, that if, 
under fuch circumflances, he fhould make an attack, its fuc- 
cefs was nearly certain. How faéts fo plain and obvious 
could efcape the notice of the Aulic Council it is not eafy 
for us to conceive ; and how, if recognifed by the Council, 
they fhould have failed to deter them from giving fuch in- 
firuétions, it is fill more difficult for us to conjeéture. 

Phe confequences of the Archduke’s departure were fuch 
as micht naturally be expeéted; the French troops which 
had croffed the Rhine at Manheim were unable to cope with 
the Auffrians, by whom they were defeated at Neckerau, 
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with the lofs of 1800 men, and foon after compelled to 
evacuate Manheim, and to recrofs the Rhine. Maffena, 
meanwhile, apprized of the intention of Suwarroff to re- 
pair to Switzerland, refolved to make his grand attack before 
he could arrive. On the 25th of September he put his plan 
in execution ; he croffed the Limath in different places, in- 
tercepted the communication between the different wings of 
the Ruffians, and, after an obftinate aétion, in which viétory 
long remained doubtful, (the determined valour of the Ruf- 
fians fupplying their inferiority of numbers,) fucceeded in 
gaining poffleffion of the heights which command Zurich 
and the neighbouring country. The Auftrian corps, under 
General Hotze, ftationed on the Linthe, had been attacked 
by another divifion of the French, at three o’clock in the 
morning, and its gallant commander having been‘unfortus 
nately killed foon after the aétion began, it was compelled to 
give way ; and inthe courfe of the enfuing night General 
Petrarch, on whom the command had devolved, leaving th¢ 
Ruffians to their fate, and intent only on the prefervation of 
the Grifon country and the Vorarlberg, retreated with pre- 
cipitation from the fcene of a€tion. Thus circumftanced, 
the evacuation of Zurich became a matter of neceflity, and 
we are only furprized at the ability of the Ruffian General 
in efle€ting his retreat in fuch good order, and with fuch 
little lofs ; for it appears certain, from the official accounts, 
that in killed, wounded, and taken, his lofs falls fhort of 
3000. That of General Hotze’s divifion has not yet been 
alcertained. 

During thefe operations, Marfhal Suwarroff having com- 
pleted the redu&tion of Tortona, left Italy with an army 
rated, in fome accounts, at 18,000, in others at only 15,000, 
and, forcing the French from their {trong pofitions on Mount 
St. Gothard, defcended, on the very day on which Maflena 
made his general attack, (the 25th,) into the valley of Ur- 
feren, and driving Lecourbe before him, with confiderable 
flaughter, advanced as far as Altorf. He even penetrated, 
on the next day, into the canton of Glaris, and took 1,000 
prifoners of the French; while the Ruffian General Ro- 
femberg was equally fuccefsful in the canton of Schwitz, 
where General Auffenberg had effeéted a junétion with him; 
and General Linken defeated and took another corps ot 
French, confifling of 1300 men. By thefe operations the 
French loft feveral thoufands of their troops, detached from 
the main body of their army ; but Suwarroff, finding it 
impraéticable to effet a junétion with Korfakoff, retired on 
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induftrioully circulated throughout this country, proclaimed 
the total defeat and difperfion of the allied army in Switzer. 
land, with the 30,000 men. Nothing but a perfeé 
union of plan and operation, wifdom in council, and energy 
in action, can deprive the French of + ae advantages which 
they hav ined inS ind iumph of 
hey have obtained in Switzerla nd,a impn o 
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the good caufe. 
In Italy » victory ftill continues to crown the efforts of the 
allies, who have wrefted Piguerol and Suza from the French, 
and are, probably, ere this, mafters of Genoa. 
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nothing but the inability of the Chief of the Empire, under 
exifling circumftances, to infliét this punifhment , could, we 
fufpeét, have induced the King to incurit. However ‘that 
may be, the crime ftill remains the fame, and Europe, afto. 
nifhed, beholds in her bofom the unnatural fpectacle of a 
crowned Jacobin ! 


R US $1 A. 
The following official declaration of this monarch is of 
great importance, as it explicitly declares his views in taking 
a part againft France, and therefore deferves prefervation. 


Copy of a Declaration made by his Majejly the Emperor of 
all the Ruffias, to the Members of the Germanic Empire, 

His Imperial Majefly the Emperor of all the Ruffias, 
ever animated with zeal for the caufe of fovereigns, and 
withing to put a flop to the ravages and diforders which have 
been fpread by the impious government under which France 
groans, to the remoteft countries—being fully determined to 
difpatch his fea and land forces for the fupport of the fuf- 
ferers, and to reftore royalty in France, without, however, 
admitting any partition of that country ; to re-eltablifh the 
ancient forms of government in the United Netherlands and 
in the Swifs cantons; to maintain the integrity of the Ger- 
man Empire, and to look for his reward in the happinefs and 
tranquillity of Europe. Providence has bleffed his arms, 
and hitherto the Ruffian troops have triumphed over the 
enemies of thrones, religion, and focial order. 

* His Majefty the Emperor of all the Ruffias having thus 
declared his views, and the motives by which he is guided, 
addrefles this declaration to all the members of the German 
Empire, inviting them to unite their forces with bis, to 
deflroy their common enemy as {peedily as poflible, to found 
on his ruins permanent tranquillity for themfelves and their 
pofterity. 

** Sould his Imperial Majefty, the Emperor of all the 

Xuffias, perceive that they fupport his views, and sally around 
him, he will, inflead of relaxing his zeal, redouble his ex- 
ertions, and not fheath his {word before he has feen the down- 
fall of the monfler which threatens to crufh all legal autho- 
rities. But, fhould he be left to himfelf, he will be forced 
to recall his forces to his flates, and to give upacaule fo badly 
fupported by thofe who ought to have the greateft fhare in 
its triumph, 
Gat/china, September 15, (Old Style,) 1799.” 
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HOLLAND. 


The expedition to Holland, which began under ‘fuch fa- 

vourable aufpices, has terminated in the total abandonment of 
its grand objett, the reftoration of the Stadholderian govern- 
ment. Viétorious in every a€tion, but unable to {urmount 
the natural difficulties of the country, combined with the 
unufual inclemency of the weather, and the formidable ob- 
flacles oppofed to their progrefs by the powerful armies 
which they had to encounter, the troops have been re-em- 
barked, and are now on their return to England. The fuc- 
cefs of this enterprize, we clearly perceived from the firft, 
muft chiefly depend on the degree of co-operation to be re- 
ceived from the natives ; and the want of that co-operation 
(for, reftrained no doubt by the prefence of the French army, 
and its fituation between them and their deliverers, the 
Dutch have made no effort to rife) has, in all probability, 
contributed, not a little, to the ultimate refolution of aban- 
doning the country. Still the capture of the Dutch flect 
would, of itfelf, be an obje& of fufficient importance to 
juftify the authors of the expedition, for making the attempt, 
but it is not inany fuch narrow and confined point of view, 
that an enlightened politician will be difpofed to confider it. 
Whoever refleéts, that, at the period when this expedition 
was planned, this country was in almoft exclufive poffeffion 
of the trade of Europe, and had neither rival nor competitor 
to dread, fo long as Europe fhould remain in the ftate to 
which it was reduced at the time, will eafily perceive that the 
re-eflablifhment of the ancient government of Holland, 
which muft neceffarily lead to the reftoration of fome of her 
colonial poffeffions, and again place her in a fituation to re- 
fume her commercial enterprizes, would unavoidably di- 
minifh, toa certain extent, the commerce of Great Britain, 
and be the means of withdrawing from our funds very con- 
fiderable fums of money, veiled there by Dutch proprictors ; 
—in fhort it would render Holland a participator in advan. 
tages now exclufively enjoyed by England. Confidered in 
this point of view, it muft furely be regarded as the moft 
noble facrifice of intereft to.principle, of which, either this 
orany former war, prefents an example. 

But while we thus honeftly laud the plan itfelf, the prin- 
ciple on which it was conceived, and the courage and con. 
duét difplayed, both by officers and men, in the gallant at- 
tempts to carry it into execution, we cannot but deeply la- 
ment that any Britifh officer fhould be reduced to fign tm 
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a convention as that: which provided for the return.of our 
troops. We allude to the eighth article, in which eight 
thoufand prifoncrs, French and Dutch, taken before the 
prefent campajgn, are agreed to be reftori 1, without con- 
ditions,-to their refpective countries. This article is marked 
by all that infolent departure from eftablifhed rules, which 


the repu blican French have invariably obferved, wherever 





they have had the power to prefcribe terms 

It may not be unamufing here to ftate the arguments that 
may be urged why the Duke of York fhould have purfued 
a different conduct. Had there been no means of fecuring 
the embarkation of our troops, without -fuch_a faerifice, the 


Y : | ’ e f a p 
neceflity of the cafe would have juflified the meafure ; but 
j an , dl ; , ¢ 
we are told, by the Duke of York himfelf, that there was 
; ; . x 
another. means—that of inundating from the fea. While 


we hanoui the eelings which deterred his Royal Highnefs 
trom the adopti on of this deflruétiye meafure, we may furely 
be allowed to afk, whether the Dutch and their allies, the 
French, were not as much interefled in preferving the coun- 
try.from the cflects of: fuch, inundation as the Englifh ; and 
whether, if any facrifice were to be made to enfure that 
‘prefervation, it ought not to have proceeded from them 
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elfe it would not have been amifs to examine whether the 
inundation of a portion of an enemy’s country, : (had the 
obftinacy of the French rendered fuch a meafure neceffary ) 
‘would not have been lefs inhuman than the rcleafe of eight 
thoufand foldiers, (or failors) who wil], of courfe, be em- 
ployed.in the de ftru@ion of our frie nds and allies !—The 
period, too, at which this agreement is made, when ‘the 
royalifts are rifing 1 in different parts, ha when the Direftory 
are in great warit of men, renders it doubly obje&i ionable. 
Befides the precedent is a bad one; it will ferve, we fear, 
to pamper the pride of our enemy, and to deprefs the {pirits 
of our friends: 

Notwithfanding this difappointment, it is to be hope “d that 
the fyftem of offenfive wartare, with a view to harafs the 
enemy and to créate a diverfion, will aot be stiandonéd 31 
was purfued in all former wars with France, and was deemed 
awife and politic meafure by our moft able flatefmen; and 
the only difference which we fee in the prefent w ar, relating 
to that objeét, 1s fuch as renders it fill more politic and ex- 
pedient. We know Mr. Burke was a ftrenuous advocate 
for fuch a fyftem, and his authority, we confefs, has very 
great weight with us. 





ANECDOTE of the late LORD CHARLEMONT. 


I was his Lordfhip’s misfortune, when a young man, on 
his travels in Italy, to have poifon adminifiered to him. 
Some fay it was the defperate a€t of a jealous fair one; and, 
indeed, the amiablenefs of his manners makes it very im- 
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was not flrong enough to depriv e him of life, but 
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fhip gave an account of a moufe who ufed to vifit him in 
his ftudy. The little intruder, it feems, had been frequently 
furprized there by his Lordfhip; but won by his gentlenefs 
it gradually forgot all its native fears, and was grown fo fa- 
miliar, as to come and receive its food from his hands. 
Mifs Hickman, the prefent Lady Charlemont, the niece of 
Mr. Kane, was in company at the time ; and after Jiftening 
with deep attention to his Lordfhip’s ftory, exclaimed, 
** Happy moufe!” There was a fenfibility, a tendernefs in 
her manner and voice, that inftantly caught his attention. 
The avenue was opened to his heart, and in a few days it 
furrendered. Never was the choice of afeétion better en- 
titled to the fanétion of judgmént. Of this marriage there 
are iffue one daughter, and the prefent Lord Charlemont. 
Looking, therefore, to the parents, can we wonder at the 
value fet by the country on their offspring ? 





Curious SIGHT at PALERMO. 


MONG the remarkable objeéts in the vicinity of Pa- 
lermo (fays Sonnini) pointed out to flrangers, they 
fail not to fingularize a convent of Capuchins, at a {mall 
diftance from town, the beautiful gardens of which ferve as 
a public walk. You are fhewn under the fabric a vault, di- 
vided into four great galleries, into which the light is ad- 
mitted by windows cut out at the top of each extremity. 
In this vault are preferved, not in flefh, but in fkin and bone, 
all the Capuchins who have died inthe convent fince its 
foundation, as well as the bodies of feveral perfons from the 
city. There are here private tombs belonging to opulent 
families, who even after death difdain to be confounded with 
the vulgar part of mankind. It is faid, that in order to fe- 
cure the prefervation of thofe bodies, they are prepared by 
being gradually dried before a flow fire, fo as to confume 
the fleth without greatly injuring the fkin. When perteéily 
dry, they are invefted with the Capuchin habit, and placed 
upright on tablets, difpofed ftep above flep along the fides of 
the vault; the head, the arms, and the feet are left naked. 
A prefervation like this is horrid. The fkin difcoloured, 
dry, and as if it had been tanned, nay, torn in fome places, is 
glewed clofeto the bone. It is caly to imagine, from the 
different grimaces of this numerous affemblage of flefhlefs 
figures, rendered ftill more frightful by along beard on the 
chin, what a hideous fpeétacle this muft exhibit. 


9 HIBER. 
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HIBERNIANISM. 


N Irifh gentleman the other day, inthe excels of connu- 
LY bial affeétion, which he was unable to reltrain even be- 
fore company, exclaimed, “‘ Heaven forbid, my dear, that 
I fhould ever Live to fee you a widow |” 


On FRENCH LANGUAGE MASTERS 





HEN Count Anhalt was. at Mofcow, a perfon re- 

quefted an audience of him in private: The Count, 
unwilling to fend away his coufin, who happened to be with’ 
him, defired that the ftranger would explain himfelf in the 
prefence of that gentleman. Does your Excellency not 
know me?”. “ No.” Your Excellency may, perhaps, 
recolleci one © Lajeunelle, who was drummer in your regi. 
ment in Pruffia, and whom you forced torun the gauntlet ?” 
“ What is it you, rogue? and what is your bufinefs here?” 
* Lam preceptor in the family where your Excellency dines 
to-day: I was afraid left you fhould recognize me, and ex- 
pofe me in fuch a manner as might take away the means of 
my fubfiftence; and 1 am comé to acquaint your Excel- 
lency with thefe circumftances.”’ “ Since there are people 
weak enough to fix on you for a tutor, I will do no injury to 
you: But, if you have the affurance to place yourfelf at 
the fame table with me,I fhall have you thrown out of the 
window.” “ Your Excellency need be under no uneafi- 
nels." The heretofore drummer then made alow bow, and 
dined that day abroad. 

When M. de Juigne refided in Ruffia, in the capacity of 
French Minifter, he met at a houfe in Mofcow, where he paid 
avifit,a man who had been formerly one of. his pottillions, 
and now filled the office of private tutor. 





Anfwer, by T. Churchoufe, Fun. of Yeovil, to K.’s Charade, 


inferted September 16, 


ELIEVE me, good Sir, your charade I'd {carce read, 
Ere the thoughts of my DINNER came into my head. 


*t* We have received the like anfwer from R. Burgoyne, 
of Newton Abbott; George Coy!man, of Broadhemptton ; 
C. Heath, of the Nimble cutter; J. Gidley, and W. Hoare, 

Vou. XXXIV. 3 0 of 










































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





398 


of Dean Prior; W. Lucy, and T. Whicker, of Exeter- 
Serjeant Ath, of the Exminfter volunteers ; G. England, of 
Uplyme; W. Davies, of Crowan; W. Bickham, Jun. of 
Afhburton ; Anna, of Wellington; T. Jarvis, of Malbo. 
rough; and R. Maffett, of Saltahh. 





Anfwer, by C. Heath, of the Nimble Cutter, to W. A.W? 


Rebus, inferted September 16, 


“Your fair one’s name, without miftake, 
Is BETSEY—happy you to make. 


*\* We havereceived the like anfwer from W. Davies, of 
Crowan; T. Whicker, of Exeter; T.‘Coumbe, of Stone. 
houfe; Anna, of Wellington; J. Gidley, junior, of Dean 
Prior; R. Burgoyne, of Newton Abbot ; G. Coulman, of 
Sroadhempfton ; T. Jarvis, of Marlborough; and Roger 
Maffett, of Saltafh. 





A CHARADE, éy T. Bullock, of St. Columh, 


Y firft is where my hogs are feen; 
My fecond’s a perfume I ween: 
My whole’sa gum of fragrant {mell, ‘ 
Whofe name I leave for you to tell. 


. 





A CHARADE, by 7. Gidley, Jun. of Dean Prior. 
| EHOLD the foldier to the battle go, 


Undaunted, undifmay’d, to meet the foe; 
Refolv’d he is to conquer or to die, 
My dire deftruttive firft defy. 
But notwithftanding his intrepid heart, 
My fecond quickly doth his fate impart ; 
Although he is an enterprifing man, 
He cannot conquer death’s all-conquering hand. 


Soon may that noble, heavenly blefling, peace, 
Revifit us, and devaftation ceale ; 

‘Then will my dangerous whole be laid afide, 

A 1 Mar } — rit PsnirY } . ride 
aAund Mars no longer wili triumphant ride. 


9 POETRY. 
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For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 


Lines on the Death of W.B.who died in his firft Voyage ta 
Sea of the Yellow Fever in the Weft Indies, 


Ww! Y is Minerva’s face o’erfpread with gloom ; 
And why does virtue weeping near her ftand? 
Why deck’d with cyprefs are the tuneful Nine? 

Ah! why fo gloomy this once cheerful band ? 


Alas! Alas! the anfwer wrings my heart ; 
Will thy grim reign, oh tyrant! never end? 

Thou haft made Minerva’s favour’d youth thy prey, 
Snatch’d from the world and me a worthy friend. 


B——n’s no more! bright honour’s darling fon ; 
Each virtue reign’d fecurely in his breatt ; 

Friendthip fo much profefs’d, but felt by few, 
There dwelt an inmate, nota tranfient guett. 


Whene’er pale mis’ry told her haplefs tale, 

Then would his fecling heart compaffion thrill ; 
His hand was ready to relieve diltrefs, 

His counfel to avert impending ill. 


His mind was ftored with wifdom’s heav’nly gifts, 
Pleas’d haye I lilten’d to his converfe fage ; 
And not with admiration lefs have read 
His poems oft in Goadby’s pleafing page. 


Merit like his had gain’d him many friends, 
Who all with me fo great a lof deplore ; 

But whocan paint his moth r’s deep dittrefs, 
Who to der wounded mind can peace reftore? 


Yet while we mortals this bright youth lament, 
His fpirit’s fled where no rude cares annoy 5 

In blifsful regions B——n meets reward, 
Where kindred angels welcome him with joy. 


LUCY B. E. 


Plymouth-Dock. For 
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For thee Weexty ENTERTAINER: 





SONNET addrefid tovSLEEP. 


OME gentle fleep! reitoring power! 
C Extend thy aid, and footh my pain; 
Releafe from grief but one fhort hour 
A willing captive to thy chain. 


Let no difturbing dream moleft, 
But leaden flumbers clofe my eye ; 
My perturbated mind have reft, 
Without one intermitting figh. 
Then thall [ wake, with grateful ftrain, 
And blefs that power that gave me peace ; 
That power that gave a lapfe from pain, 
That power that bade my forrows ceafe. 
Come then, Oh fleep! thy aid extend, 
Thy willing fuppliant thus befriend ! 


PHILIP GOVE, Schoolmafter, Exeter. 
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On the Word LAST. 


AINFUL fource of many a forrow, 
Sound precluding hopes to morrow, 
Sad finither of life’s repatt ; 
What fhadows all our joys appear, 
When thou com’tt lagging in the rear, 
And whifp’ring tell'it thou art the Last, 


Whate’er is giv’n us from above, 
Bleflings of friendihip and of love, 
Thy baneful thade doth overcatt ; 
The tears that parting cheeks bettrew, 
The broken voice that fobs adieu, 
Belongs to thee, thou cruel Lasr. 


Time on his rapid pinions flies ; 

The world recedes before our eyes, 
And awful death approaches falt ; 

Revolving funs each year proclaim 

The folemo hour chat bears thy name, 
‘Thou dreaded, formidable Last ! 


Yet that I may not fhrink from thee, 
Let virtue keep my boiom free 
From dread of future and of paft; 
Then when my tranfient day is o’er, 
And life exhautfted yields no more, 
J need not fear thy moment, Lasr. 
X. Ys. Ze 











